NOW THE PEOPLE ! 16 FEBRUARY 2024

10 points for
a Green Left Europe

Furope for the People

La France insoumise (France), Podemos (Spain), Bloco de Esquerda (Portugal), Enhedslisten (Denmark),
Vénsterpartiet (Sweden), Vasemmistoliitto (Finland), Die Linke (Germany), EH Bildu (Basque Country),
Dei Lenk (Luxembourg), Sinistra Italiana (Italy)

We, representatives of the European progressive left from different parties and countries, stand together in the 2024
European elections with a common political platform. United in our work for solidarity, equality and climate justice,
we embody the main counter force to the right-wing which for decades has imposed political decisions about market
governance, privatisations and the dismantling of the welfare state. It is time to reverse that trend!

1. Tax the rich and windfall profits to fight inequality

Tackling the social crisis must be a top priority. Inflation, which has dramatically increased poverty throughout Europe,
is largely a result of the margins and profits made by big business. To reduce social inequalities, we need to tax the rich
and the windfall profits in order to redistribute wealth. We will continue to fight for this and to pressure the EU to step
up the fight against tax dodging, including the blacklisting of European tax havens.

2. Ajust and green future

In order to reach net zero emissions by 2040, we need stricter environmental and climate targets and public planning
to ensure a just green transition. We must stop subsidising environmentally and climate-damaging activities including
fossil fuels, protect biodiversity and change the economic framework in order to boost investment in the green tran-
sition, for instance in sustainable railways and the green industry. The transition must be just, the large emitters must
pay the most, and investment must result in good and safe jobs, expanding the welfare and infrastructure that benefits
us all.

3. Better jobs, better wages

The right to good working conditions and safe jobs must be prioritised over companies’ demands for excessive profits
and new low-wage markets. We will work for strengthened trade unions, social clauses in public procurement, higher
wages, better working environments and conditions. We want good union jobs and workers neither in competition
with each other nor victims of social dumping that benefits big business. We will continue to fight for platform workers
to have the same rights that all workers have.

4. Fight austerity and privatisation to protect public services

We need to rebuild our public services, which have been weakened or dismantled by decades of austerity and waves
of privatisation imposed by the European elite. The pandemic has clearly shown the perverse effects of such policies,
with hospitals in a deplorable condition, but it has also shown that public investment is necessary. The EU was forced
to recognise this and pause its absurd budgetary rules, but has just readopted them with even more sanctions. We
need to move away from this neo-liberal doctrine and invest massively in our public services and in the ecological
transition. Moreover, strategic common goods such as water and energy must regain public control.

5. The right to housing

We want to eliminate the housing shortage through large government investments in new public and cooperative hou-
sing production. Housing should not be seen as a commodity on a market, it is a human right, which is why we work
to lower rents and against rising interest costs on housing loans. The member states must be allowed to make large
investments in housing renovation, infrastructure and the green transition, meaning state aid rules must be revised.



6. Fair trade, not free trade

Good working conditions, a focus on high environmental standards and short distance transport should be the main
goals of the common agricultural and trade policy, not market competition and the race for the lowest production
costs. Free trade agreements imposed by the EU do not respect our standards and submit producers, including far-
mers, in unfair competition with each other. We defend a different approach to trade, where high social and environ-
mental standards must prevail, leading the way to fairer societies worldwide. Private companies should not be able to
use those free trade agreements to sue member states that try to implement progressive policies.

7. Solidarity, not fortress Europe

We stand united against the far right, which is gaining ground across Europe. We fight to counter the spread of its hate
speech and propose an alternative narrative. We will continue to fight to break with current inhumane migration poli-
cies, especially by putting an end to violent practices, the arbitrary detention of people and the externalisation of our
borders. We will ensure that solidarity prevails, fight for the creation of a search and rescue operation in the Mediter-
ranean sea and for human rights to be guaranteed. We will do away with the structures and EU policies that contribute
to entrenching developing countries in poverty and force people to migrate.

8. Feminism. the motor of political change

The feminist movement across Europe is the motor of political change and social transformation. This is why the
right and the far-right have systematically targeted women and the LGBTIQ+ community. Women should be able to
decide over their own bodies and everyone should be free to make their own choices. We will fight for all rights to be
guaranteed throughout the EU and include the right to abortion as well as a new generation of feminist and LGBTIQ+
rights in the European Charter of Fundamental Rights.

9. Europe for Peace

All people of the world have the right to freedom and self-determination. The challenging security situation in Europe’s
vicinity, including Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the war in Gaza, with Israel's illegal occupation of Palestinian territo-
ries, requires the EU to consistently act for peace and in respect for international law. Support for the occupied peoples
must be strengthened and strong targeted sanctions against invading powers must be imposed. The EU should not
base its foreign policy on arms race, instead it should focus on the defence of human rights, international law, and on
the restoration of diplomacy and peace.

10. Europe for the people, not the lobbies

Together, we work to ensure that the EU is about the needs of the people rather than the needs of large companies
and the market. It's time to put an end to the culture of opacity that allows widespread corruption and the influence
of lobbies in the European institutions: we will defend more openness, democracy and transparency. To break with
this model, we will be defending an in-depth change to the treaties and policies to ensure climate justice, biodiversity,
democratic sovereignty, respect for human rights and fair conditions for workers.

Vote for the progressive left!

Together with popular movements, we are fighting for a Europe that puts people’s needs first. We get things done
and are proud of our track record in the European Parliament. We have strengthened regulations for climate and the
environment, improved working conditions for millions of workers, demanded action to tackle modern slave labour
for platform workers, strengthened the fight against human trafficking and proposed changes to the electricity market
for lower bills. We have been at the forefront of criticising Israel and Russia’s wars and illegal occupations and crimes
against international law. With increased support in the 2024 election, we can do even better and will continue the fight
for solidarity, democracy, equality and climate justice.



